 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Christmas

     We are now in the month of December, which means..... “Christmas Season!” For most everyone, this season is a special time of the year.  For many, it is also an incredibly busy time.  People rush around to buy presents, visit relatives, go to Christmas parties, etc.  Quite often it seems, Christmas season can bring the selfishness out in us also.  Family squabbles over whose house we will celebrate at, envy at a present someone else got that you or I didn’t get, becoming upset or harried due to the pressure of rushing around, as well as determining whether Suzie Q gave me a present or a card in response to the present or card that I gave her, are all manifestations of this.  Add to this all the commercialization, and it is painfully easy for one to forget the real meaning of Christmas.

     What is the real meaning of Christmas?  Some would reply that it is the babe in the manger, the Christ-Child.  There is a great deal of truth to this, but it is not the whole truth.  That tender Babe grew up to be the Savior of men from their sins.  In fact, this was prophesied and announced many times.  In Matthew 1:20-21, when Joseph was informed that he would have the responsibility of raising the Child, we find: “But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” And again, in Luke 2:10-11, the shepherds were told, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” When Jesus had grown up, He was announced publicly a second time (the first public announcement had been at His birth) by John the Baptist: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).  But a mere man cannot take away the sins of another man, because God has stated that all men are sinners, unable to pay for their own sins, much less the sins of another (Isa. 53; Rom. 3:10-12).  Therefore, as the angel told Mary, Jesus was not merely a human Baby, but God become flesh (Lu. 1; Jn. 1:14).  Jesus is God, he took on humanity, in order to fully pay for the sins of all who will fully trust in Him as their Lord and Savior; their sacrifice for sin, Note Luke 1:77-79: “To give His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sin, because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high shall visit us, to shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
     But there is another aspect to the true meaning of Christmas which even Christians tend to forget.  “‘s linked directly to what we just discussed: Jesus is God.  He is full Deity. He is God come in the flesh. This has deep ramifications for all. He was a Baby in the manger. He did grow up. But He also went back to heaven to prepare a  place for us (Jn 14:1-4) and He will return, in great GLORY, WRATH, and SPLENDOR.  This was also alluded to in the Birth announcement of Jesus (Lu. 1:33, 43, 67-75; 2:11).  He was said to be Lord, Ruler, and to have a Kingdom (therefore, a King).  Jesus is God become a Man, in order to be our Savior.  But we must also remember that the Babe in the manger of Luke 2, so helpless and small, is the same Person who appears in Rev 1, described as He is NOW! "And in the middle of the lampstands, one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle.  And His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many maters.  And in His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man.  And He laid His right hand upon me, saying ‘Do not be afraid, I am the First and the Last, and the Living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. (Re 1:13-18).  Jesus is the glorified Lord and Judge of all mankind by virtue of His work on the Cross.  He was victorious permanently over sin, death, and hell.  Those who place their faith in Jesus Christ, the PERSON, as their only Savior from sin, apart from their own works and efforts (which can save no one — cp Ro 3), have been forgiven, once for all, of their sin.  But those who reject Jesus as the only possible and complete payment will see Him as a terrible Judge and the One who condemns them to an eternity in hell.  He will return as prophesied in Revelation 19:11-16 to vindicate His name and justice and to rule: "And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war. And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself.  And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called the Word of God. And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. And from His mouth comes a sharp sword so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God the Almighty.  And on His robe and His thigh He has a name written, ‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.’”  THIS is the “Babe in the manger,” the Almighty God, the LORD, the Judge!  Here is another aspect of the true focus of Christmas: from the cradle to the grave to His Second Coming, it is the same Christ, and should be all part of the same for us.  Something is lost if we downplay any of these aspects.

     Christmas season is a very busy season.  Busyness can divert our focus from the real Christ of Bethlehem.  Will you become too busy this Christmas? In a thousand years, this Christmas will be lost among every other day and holiday in our lives.  But a focus kept on Jesus Christ will never be misdirected in the light of eternity.  Will we allow the busy-ness of this life to distract us from the TRUE CHRIST of Christmas?  From the King of Kings and Lord of Lords?  I pray not.  I pray that you would today focus your life on Christ and trust Him alone as your LORD.
     "If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, sealed at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on the earth.  " (Co 3:1-2).

